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Welcome to the second issue 
of EPIC LINK .  In this issue we 
will be looking at the THIN 
Research day held by EPIC on 
29th March 2004  at the Medi-

cal Society of London.

Alison Bourke (Managing Direc-
tor) proudly opened the day 
with a warm welcome to the 
many academic and commerc ial 
researchers attending from a ll 

over the world. 

The opening speech by Hassy  
Dattani (pictured, right) intro-
duced the Health Improvement 
Network (THIN) as a collabo-
ration between InPractice Sys-
tems (INPS) and EPIC. INPS is 
the supplier of the V ision prac-
tice management software used 
to collect the THIN data. There 
are over 1800 GP Pract ices 
within the UK using the Vision 
system; 230 of these are a l-

ready contributing to THIN.

“…building a quality data-
base”

THIN has two ma in objectives: 
The first is to promote the 
effective u se of the Vision soft-
ware to improve quality and 
completeness of primary care 
data recording in Genera l Prac-
tice. The second is to provide 

an anonymised data source for 

research purposes.

Hassy and her team described 
how the database is being de-
veloped into a g lobally ac-
cepted, medical research re-
source. The emphasis was on 
assessing the data contributions 

for quality and completeness.

The afternoon session, chaired 
by Professor David Strachan St 
Georges’s Hospital Medical 
School, p roved extremely inter-
esting with researchers describ-

ing their use of THIN data.

The full program for the day is 

listed on the right.

THIN Launch party followed  
the Research Day. Researchers 
were invited to enjoy a g lass of  
bubbly to celebrate the success-
ful launch of the THIN data-

base. 

The Future
Researchers are already delv ing 
into the rich data in the THIN 
database. It already contains 
over 3 million patients. Prac-

tices a re being actively  re-
cruited and it is hoped that the 
database will contain 5 million 

patients by the end of 2005.

The number of active patients 
registered in THIN is a lmost 3% 
of the  population of England 

and Wales.

Other News & Updates

THIN was featured at the 
Royal Society of Medicine’s 
upcoming meeting in London 
on 7 June.  The presentation 
can be found on: 
www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/ppt/

abourke.ppt
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